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Preface and Dedication 
“Who is the patron saint of the elderly?  I would like to support 

the publication of a service in this Saint’s honor.”  This inquiry 

was put to us a few years ago by a pious friend of our skete, Ms. 

Georgia Kazakis.  Ms. Kazakis was then a caregiver for her ailing 

mother, who ultimately reposed at age 93, having been tonsured 

Christina, nun.  

We did not know of a saint widely recognized by the Holy 

Orthodox Church to be a patron of the elderly per se, in the way 

that, for example, St. Nectarios is understood to be a patron for 

cancer sufferers or St. Paraskeve, a patron for those suffering 

from eye ailments.  We suggested to our friend that she consider 

St. Symeon the God-Receiver to be such a saint, in light of his 

own miraculous longevity and the virtually unparalleled esteem 

in which the Church holds him.  Ms. Kazakis enthusiastically 

agreed, and we undertook to compose the Akathist to St. Symeon 

presented here. 

Ms. Kazakis herself brought to our attention the point that 

we make in the Akathist’s Ikos 6, that St. Symeon is similar in 

important respects to St. Melchisedek (see Hebrews 7:1-4 KJV, 

and Gen. 14:18-20 KJV). 
 

We dedicate this publication to the memory of Ms. 

Kazakis’ beloved father and mother, Triantaphyllos Kazakis and 

Nun Christina (in marriage, Venetia Kazakis). 

 

Eternal Memory! 
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Introduction 
Our Akathist to St. Symeon the God-Receiver needs little 

introduction.  For the reader’s convenience, immediately below 

we provide St. Luke’s telling of the Meeting in the Temple among 

the Lord, the Holy Virgin Mary, St. Joseph the Betrothed, St. 

Symeon the God-Receiver and St. Anna. The Akathist itself sets 

forth our humble reflections on St. Symeon. 

All scriptural references are to the King James Version (KJV) 

unless otherwise noted. 

For readers who would like to find out more about “the akathist” 
as a form of devotion in Orthodox Christian practice, the 

Wikipedia entry, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Akathist, is a fine 

place to start. 

Additionally, for readers who would like to know more about the 

Orthodox Christian practice of praying to the Saints (that is, 

asking the Saints to intercede for us before God) we suggest these 

considerations: 

First, St. Paul himself continually asked the saints to whom he 

addressed his letters to intercede for him before God.a St. James 

explains why, namely that “the effectual fervent prayer of a 

righteous man availeth much.”b  In other words, it is very helpful 

 
a See Romans 1:7, 15:30-32; 1 Corinthians 1:2 and 2 Corinthians 1:10-11; 

Ephesians 1:1, 6:18-20; Philippians 1:1, 1:19; Colossians 1:1, 4:2-4, see also 

1 Thessalonians 5:25; 2 Thessalonians 3:1-2; Philemon 1:22; Hebrews 13:18-

19. 
b James 5:16. 

https://ref.ly/Rom%2015.30-32;kjv1900?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/2%20Cor%201.10-11;kjv1900?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Eph%206.18-20;kjv1900?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Phil%201.19;kjv1900?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Col%204.2-4;kjv1900?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/1%20Thess%205.25;kjv1900?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/2%20Thess%203.1-2;kjv1900?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Philem%201.22;kjv1900?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Heb%2013.18-19;kjv1900?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Heb%2013.18-19;kjv1900?t=biblia
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to gain righteous people as our intercessors before God.  
 

Finally, our Savior Himself tells us that “all live unto Him,” 
even righteous people like Saints Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, 

who reposed many centuries before. c  So according to God’s 
Word, there is no such thing as a “dead” saint.  “He is not the 

God of the dead but of the living.”d 

 

Those who do ask the saints to intercede for them learn by 

experience that God, indeed, pays heed to their prayers; and by 

this He demonstrates His favor for this pious practice. 
  

 
c St. Luke 20:37-38. 
d Id. 
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Gospel Reading 

On the Meeting of the Lord 

in the Temple (celebrated February 2) 

 

Luke 2:22-40 (KJV) 

And when the days of [the Holy Virgin Mary’s] 
purification according to the law of Moses were 

accomplished, [she and her betrothed St. Joseph] 

brought [the child Jesus] to Jerusalem, to present 

him to the Lord; 23 (As it is written in the law of 

the LORD, Every male that openeth the womb shall 

be called holy to the Lord;) 24 And to offer a 

sacrifice according to that which is said in the law 

of the Lord, A pair of turtledoves, or two young 

pigeons. 25 And, behold, there was a man in 

Jerusalem, whose name was Symeon; and the 

same man was just and devout, waiting for the 

consolation of Israel: and the Holy Ghost was 

upon him. 26 And it was revealed unto him by the 

Holy Ghost, that he should not see death, before 

he had seen the Lord's Christ. 27 And he came by 

the Spirit into the temple: and when the parents 

brought in the child Jesus, to do for him after the 

custom of the law, 28 Then took he him up in his 

arms, and blessed God, and said, 29 Lord, now 

lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according 

to thy word: 30 For mine eyes have seen thy 

salvation, 31 Which thou hast prepared before the 

face of all people; 32 A light to lighten the Gentiles, 
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and the glory of thy people Israel. 33 And Joseph 

and his mother marveled at those things which 

were spoken of him. 34 And Symeon blessed them, 

and said unto Mary his mother, Behold, this child 

is set for the fall and rising again of many in Israel; 

and for a sign which shall be spoken against; 
35 (Yea, a sword shall pierce through thy own soul 

also,) that the thoughts of many hearts may be 

revealed. 36 And there was one Anna, a prophetess, 

the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Aser: she 

was of a great age, and had lived with an husband 

seven years from her virginity; 37 And she was a 

widow of about fourscore and four years, which 

departed not from the temple, but served God with 

fastings and prayers night and day. 38 And she 

coming in that instant gave thanks likewise unto 

the Lord, and spake of him to all them that looked 

for redemption in Jerusalem. 39 And when they had 

performed all things according to the law of the 

Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own city 

Nazareth.40 And the child grew and waxed strong 

in spirit, filled with wisdom; and the grace of God 

was upon Him. 

  





 

 

 

Akathist to St. Symeon the God-

Receiver 

 

Kontakion 1 

he lesser is blessed by the greater,” St. Paul tells us.1   Can 

words then tell how great thou art, O Symeon?  For thou 

hast blessed the Holy Virgin Mary herself and St. Joseph 

her betrothed, as they carried the infant Lord Jesus into the 

Temple on His fortieth day!2  Wherefore, we cry to thee:  Rejoice, 

O Holy Symeon, thou mighty intercessor! 

Ikos 1 

 Holy Symeon, thy greatness is heralded by none less than 

the renowned wonderworker St. Nicholas.  For when St. 

Nicholas disappointed Peter of Athos who had asked him 

to intercede in a time of affliction, St. Nicholas told Peter that the 

two of them together -- St. Nicholas and Peter -- should ask thee 

to intercede!  St. Nicholas explained that thou, O Symeon, dost 

stand before the very throne of Christ together with the Holy 

Virgin and St. John the Baptist, the greatest born of women!3  

 
1 Hebrews 7:7 (New International Version, hereafter NIV) 
2 St. Luke 2:34 (KJV) 
3 St. Demetrius of Rostov, The Great Collection of the Lives of the Saints, 

June volume, First English Edition (Father Thomas Maretta, trans.), pp.264-

67,  published by Chrysostom Press (hereafter, The Great Collection of the 

Lives of the Saints) 2025 

T 
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And, so, inspired by thine intimate audience with God, we cry to 

thee:   

 Rejoice, thou who wast found worthy to bless the Holy 

Virgin! 

Rejoice, thou whose nearness to God rivals that of the 

Holy Virgin and St. John the Baptist! 

Rejoice, thou great intercessor among great intercessors! 

Rejoice, thou to whom we may turn in our times of 

greatest importunity! 

Rejoice, thou who hast the strength to carry our most 

weighty petitions before the throne of Grace! 

Rejoice, thou who hast surpassing boldness with God! 

 Rejoice, thou consummate advocate before the Lord! 

Rejoice, thou most sympathetic benefactor through thine 

intercessions for those who ask of thee! 

 Rejoice, O Holy Symeon, thou mighty intercessor! 

  

Kontakion 2 

ing Herod was troubled when the Magi proclaimed the 

good tidings that Christ is born, and all Jerusalem with 

him.4  But thou, O Symeon, wast not a child of the 

Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage with her children, but 

rather of the Jerusalem above which is free and is the mother of 

all pious Orthodox Christians.5  And so when the Holy Spirit 

 
4 St. Matthew 2:3-4 
5 Galatians 4:25-26; St. Luke 2:25 

K 
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proclaimed to thee that Christ is born, thou cried out rejoicing: 

Alleluia! 

 

Ikos 2 

hen thou met the infant Lord Jesus in the Temple, O 

Symeon, thou wast “just and devout, waiting for the 
consolation of Israel.”6  But our God-bearing father St. 

Demetrius of Rostov and others have handed down to us that, 

generations before, thou hadst doubted Esaias’s prophecy that the 
Christ would in fact be born of a virgin; and this is why the Holy 

Spirit had revealed to thee that thou wouldst not die until thou 

hadst seen the virgin-born Christ in the flesh.7  Thou didst repent 

of thy doubt and by the time of the Meeting, the Holy Spirit had 

found thee worthy and indeed was “upon” thee.8  Wherefore, we 

cry to thee such things as these:  

 Rejoice, thou who didst not proudly persist in doubt! 

Rejoice, thou who wast “not wise in thine own conceits”!9  

Rejoice, thou who accepted correction! 

Rejoice, thou who believed in the Lord who came not to 

call the righteous but sinners to repentance!10 

Rejoice, thou who embraced humility and was found 

worthy of grace!11 

 
6 St. Luke 2:25 
7 Id.; The Great Collection of the Lives of the Saints, February volume 2003, 

pp. 25-26. 
8 St. Luke 2:25 
9 Romans 12:16 
10 Luke 5:32 
11 James 4:6 
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Rejoice, thou who in thy repentance was accounted 

worthy of the gift of faith!12 

Rejoice, thou who believed the Lord and like Abraham it 

was accounted unto thee for righteousness!13  

Rejoice, thou who became a living icon of St. Paul’s 
saying, “the just shall live by faith”!14 

Rejoice, O Holy Symeon, thou mighty intercessor!  

 

Kontakion 3 

fter fulfilling the Law of Moses by their offerings in the 

Temple for the forty-day old Lord Jesus, the Holy Virgin 

and St. Joseph fled with Him into Egypt to escape the 

wrath of Herod.15  And thou, O Symeon, after meeting them fled 

this age entirely, so that having seen the Christ here, thou mightest 

revel constantly in the vision of Him there, seated on the throne 

with the Father and the Spirit.16  Thus, thou departed in peace 

crying aloud: Alleluia! 

Ikos 3 

hen thou met the Ancient of Days,17 O Symeon, the 

weight of thine own ancientness was lifted from thee 

 
12 Ephesians 2:8-9 
13 Romans 4:3 (referring to Genesis 15:6) 
14 Hebrews 10:38; see also Habbakuk 2-4 
15 St. Matthew 2:13-15  
16 St. Luke 2:29 
17 We use the name “Ancient of Days” here to refer to our Saviour Jesus 

Christ, following St. John Chyrsostom: "what am I to say, or what am I to 

speak? For the miracle strikes me senseless. The Ancient of days has become 

a child, He who sits on a high and lofty throne is placed in a manger." 

A 
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and thou wast wholly renewed in spirit.  And so, even before St. 

John the Forerunner came out of the wilderness, pointing out to 

the people the Lamb of God, thou camest out of the shadow of 

the Law declaring His advent.  And as thou departed in peace, the 

Law indeed retired with thee, clearing the way for the coming of 

Grace!  Wherefore we cry to thee:   

 Rejoice, thou forerunner of the Forerunner! 

Rejoice, thou lamp lighting the path to the Sun! 

Rejoice, thou bridge leading from the Law to Grace! 

Rejoice, thou who wast among the first to understand the 

Old Testament in the light of the New! 

Rejoice, thou who understood that our Savior came not to 

destroy the Law or the Prophets, but to fulfill them!18 

Rejoice, thou who thyself manifested prophetic graces! 

Rejoice, thou initiate of the Holy Spirit! 

Rejoice, thou who wast led by the Spirit of God, for “as 
many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God!”19  

Rejoice, O Holy Symeon, thou mighty intercessor! 

  

 

Homily 2 on the Nativity of our Saviour Jesus Christ, translation found at: 

https://archive.org/details/JohnChrysostomHomily2OnTheNativityOfOurSav

iorJesusChrist/page/n3/mode/2up; see also St. Basil the Great’s Letter XLVI, 
Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers, Vol. 8, p.151 (Schaff and Wace, eds.) 

published by Eerdmans, reprinted 1975.  
18 St. Matthew 5:17-18  
19 Romans 8:14 

https://archive.org/details/JohnChrysostomHomily2OnTheNativityOfOurSaviorJesusChrist/page/n3/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/JohnChrysostomHomily2OnTheNativityOfOurSaviorJesusChrist/page/n3/mode/2up
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Kontakion 4 

efore thou wast initiated by the Holy Spirit into the 

unfathomable mystery of the virgin birth, O Symeon, thy 

mind could not conceive that a virgin could conceive.  But 

after thou wast initiated, no conception of doubt could impregnate 

thy heart.  Instead, ravished by the Holy Spirit, thy heart became 

expectant and waxed great with unshakeable faith, crying to God: 

Alleluia! 

Ikos 4 

t. Zacharias the father of the St. John the Forerunner at first 

doubted the Archangel’s prophecy that he and his wife St. 
Elizabeth would have a son, ending their lifelong 

barrenness.  For this doubt, St. Zacharias was struck dumb for 

nine months as a penance until the prophecy’s fulfillment.  When 
St. John was born to St. Zacharias, his penance was complete and 

he was permitted by God to speak again.20  Likewise, when the 

All-Holy Virgin gave birth to the Christ and thou, O Symeon, had 

seen Him in her arms that day in the Temple, thy term of bondage 

to this age was fulfilled, freeing thee to depart for the Age to 

Come.21  Wherefore we cry to thee:  

 Rejoice, thou bulwark of patience! 

 Rejoice, thou who stoodest the test of time! 

 
20 St. Luke 1:18-20, 64 

21 “The Greek verb, apolyo, translated as … let depart [in St. Symeon’s 
statement “now lettest Thou Thy servant depart”] has the literal meaning, 

loose from.”  The Explanation by Blessed Theophylact of the Holy Gospel 
According to St. Luke, (trans. Father Christopher Stade), published by 

Chrysostom Press 1997, pp.34-35 and n.10 

B 
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 Rejoice, thou who didst not faint when thou was chastened 

of the Lord!22 

Rejoice, thou who didst not lose hope in the generations 

of thine affliction! 

Rejoice, thou emulator of the patient Job! 

Rejoice, thou whose hope buoyed thee above the waves of 

despair! 

Rejoice, thou whose hope carried thee across the great 

distance thou wast required to travel in this age!  

Rejoice, thou adamantine soul! 

 Rejoice, O Holy Symeon, thou mighty intercessor! 

 

Kontakion 5 

his Child is set for the fall and rising again of many in Israel 

and for a sign which shall be spoken against … that the 
thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.”23  So didst thou 

prophesy to the Holy Virgin, O Symeon.  What must it have been 

like for her to hear such things?  The incorrigible hypocrisy of the 

Pharisees and Scribes and their consequent fall would never have 

occurred to her surpassingly pure heart.  For “to the pure, all 
things are pure,”24 and again, “love thinketh no evil.”25  Nor 

would a heart so humble as hers ever have imagined that her 

infant Son would be for the rising again of the dead.  So, 

 
22 Hebrews 12:5-11 
23 St. Luke 2:34-35 
24 Titus 1:15 
251 Corinthians 13:5  

T 
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marveling at thy sayings,26 she cried out together with thee:  

Alleluia! 

Ikos 5 

he All Holy One conceived the Lord in her virginity and, 

thus, without pain.  So too she gave birth to Him without 

travail.  But thou, O great Elder Symeon, enlightened by 

the Divine Spirit, foresaw the penetrating grief that the All Holy 

One would endure seeing her Son hanging on the Cross, and thou 

prophesied to her: “a sword shall pierce through thy own soul.”27  

Wherefore, we cry to thee: 

 Rejoice, thou who like the Archangel Gabriel was counted 

worthy to prophesy to the All Holy One! 

 Rejoice, thou whose word, filled with the Spirit, proved 

sharper than any two-edged sword!28 

Rejoice, thou mirror reflecting the mind of God! 

 Rejoice, thou foreboding of the Scribes and Pharisees’ 
fall! 

Rejoice, thou prophet foretelling the rising of the dead! 

Rejoice, thou man of earth whose conversation was in the 

Heavens!29   

 Rejoice, thou pinnacle of discernment! 

Rejoice, for the Holy Spirit was upon thee! 

 
26 St. Luke 2:33 
27 St. Luke 2:35 
28 Hebrews 4:12 
29 Philippians 3:20 

T 
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Rejoice, O Holy Symeon, thou mighty intercessor! 

Kontakion 6 

hou foretoldest to the Mother of God as well, O Symeon, 

that her Son would be “a light of revelation for the 

Nations.”30  And, indeed, as sheep to their Shepherd, so 

flocked to Him not only the lost sheep of the House of Israel, but 

also Romans, Canaanites, Samaritans and Greeks as well as all of 

us to whom God’s revelation hath been freely extended through 

His Christ. Thus we all cry out together with thee: Alleluia!   

 

Ikos 6 

ithout father, without mother, without descent, having 

neither beginning of days, nor end of life, but made like 

unto the Son of God.”31  These words St. Paul wrote to 

describe St. Melchisedek.  But these words could be said of thee 

too, O Symeon, and much more.  For Melchisedek was the priest 

of the Most High God and he blessed God’s great servant 
Abraham and received from him tithes!32  But thou wast the 

Lord’s chosen minister and blessed none other than the Holy 
Virgin and St. Joseph and received from them Christ the Lord!  

Wherefore we cry to thee:  

Rejoice, thou whose life is “hid with Christ in God”!33 

Rejoice, thou man worthy of wonder! 

 
30 St. Luke 2:32, as translated in The Great Horologion, 1997 (trans. Holy 

Transfiguration Monastery, Boston, Massachusetts) p.192 (hereafter, The 

Great Horologion) 
31 Hebrews 7:1-4 
32 Genesis 14:18-20 
33 Colossians 3:3 
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Rejoice, thou man inspiring awe! 

Rejoice, thou herald of the Nations’ salvation! 

Rejoice, thou most faithful servant of the Lord! 

Rejoice, thou beacon for pious souls sailing the sea of life! 

Rejoice, thou man of Divine desires! 

Rejoice, thou who wast inspired by the Holy Spirit! 

 Rejoice, O Holy Symeon, thou mighty intercessor! 

Kontakion 7 

hen Eve gave to Adam the fruit of the Tree of the 

Knowledge of Good and Evil, Adam died in soul but 

lived on in body.34  But when the Holy Virgin gave to 

thee, O Symeon, the fruit of the Tree of Life -- the Lord Jesus 

incarnate -- thou died in body but lived on in soul!  Thus, we cry 

to thee: Alleluia! 

Ikos 7 

hen thou, O Symeon, fell into doubt that the Christ 

would in fact be born of a virgin, thou wast required to 

endure the sorrows of this fallen world for generations, 

until thine eyes had seen the virgin-born Christ in the flesh.  How 

didst thou bear the afflictions of old age for so many years?  How 

many friends didst thou make – and then bury? How did so much 

affliction and grief inspire thee to ardent repentance as one who 

now truly looked for the resurrection of the dead and the life of 

the age to come?  Wherefore we cry to thee: 

 
34 Genesis 3 

W 
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Rejoice, thou new Methusalah!35 

Rejoice, thou who bore the “toil and travail” of old age for 
generations!36 

Rejoice, thou patron of the elderly! 

Rejoice, thou who redeemed the time!37 

Rejoice, thou whose soul grew stronger even as thy body 

grew weaker! 

Rejoice, thou exemplar of disdain for this life! 

Rejoice, thou harbinger of the age to come! 

Rejoice, thou pilgrim on earth whose citizenship was in 

the Heavens!38   

Rejoice, O Holy Symeon, thou mighty intercessor! 

Kontakion 8 

aleb the faithful spy miraculously retained the strength of 

a young man into deep old age so that he could enjoy the 

Promised Land.39  Thou too, O Symeon, miraculously 

lived on to even deeper old age so that thou mightest enjoy in this 

age the vision of the promised Christ.  And when finally thou met 

Him that day in the Temple thou wast filled with joy and cried 

out: Alleluia! 

 
35 Genesis 5:27 
36 Psalms 89:11 in The Psalter According to the Seventy 1987 (trans. Holy 

Transfiguration Monastery, Boston, Massachusetts) (hereafter, The Psalter 

According to the Seventy) 
37 Ephesians 5:16 
38 Genesis 47:9 
39 e.g., Joshua 14 

C 
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Ikos 8 

e count it marvelous, O Symeon, that the sun and moon 

stood still for Prophet Jesus of Navi, for but a few 

hours, until he and the Israelites had vanquished the 

Amorites.40  How much more marvelous then is it that time stood 

still for thee for generations until thou hadst vanquished the noetic 

Amorite of doubt in the virgin birth!  Wherefore we cry to thee: 

 Rejoice, thou who through thy communion with the 

Creator of time was for generations as though above time! 

Rejoice, for thy life is a testimony to St. Peter’s saying that 
“one day with the Lord is as a thousand years and a thousand 
years are as one day”!41   

Rejoice, thou who like Caleb was faithful in the midst of 

a perverse and unbelieving generation! 

Rejoice, for Jesus of Navi led the people of God to the 

Promised Land which was but a prefiguring, but thou leadest us 

to Christ who was prefigured.  

Rejoice, thou whose prayer has great power before the 

Lord! 

Rejoice, thou exemplar of fear of the Lord – for “the will 
of them that fear Him shall He do, and their supplication shall He 

hear”!42 

 Rejoice, thou great rescuer out of perils! 

 
40 Joshua 10:13 
41 2 Peter 3:8 
42 Psalms 144:20 in The Psalter According to the Seventy 
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Rejoice, O Holy Symeon, thou mighty intercessor! 

Kontakion 9 

he Law requires that every word be established by the 

mouth of two or three witnesses.43  How fitting it was then, 

O Symeon, that thou wast joined in meeting the Lord by 

Holy Anna, the Prophetess.44  For Anna too, having quit the world 

as a young widow and lived many years in the strictness of prayer 

and fasting in the Temple, had been raised to the height of Grace, 

for in Christ there is neither male nor female,45 and together with 

thee she proclaimed the infant Lord’s Divinity to all, crying: 
Alleluia! 

Ikos 9 

t. Veronica, the woman with an issue of blood, touched the 

hem of the Lord’s garment, but only with great fear and 
trembling.46  The doubter St. Thomas dared to touch the 

prints in the Lord’s hands and the wound of His side, but only 
when the Lord bid him do so.47  Yea, women who loved the Lord 

anointed His head and feet,48 and the disciple whom the Lord 

loved, the virgin Apostle John, waxed bold to recline on His 

breast at the Supper unbidden.49  But in the boldness of thy great 

righteousness and joy, O Symeon, thou didst take into thy very 

 
43 Deuteronomy 19:15; see also, e.g., St. Matthew 18:16; St. John 8:17; 2 

Corinthians 13:1. 
44 St. Luke 2:36-38 
45 Galatians 3:28  
46 e.g., St. Mark 5:33 
47 St. John 20:24-27 
48 St. Matthew 26:6–13; St. Mark 14:3–9; St. Luke 7:36–50; St. John 12:1–8 
49 St. John 13:23 

T 
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https://www.bibleref.com/Matthew/26/Matthew-26-6.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Mark/14/Mark-14-3.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Luke/7/Luke-7-36.html
https://www.bibleref.com/John/12/John-12-1.html
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arms the whole of the God-man Himself as an infant and didst 

embrace Him!50  Wherefore we cry to thee: 

Rejoice, thou who like the Holy Virgin Mary was found 

worthy to embrace the infant Christ! 

Rejoice, for thine arms were as the tongs which Esaias 

beheld in a vision!51 

Rejoice, thou who didst not, like thy forefather Patriarch 

Jacob, stretch out thine arms to wrestle with God (foreshadowing 

Israel’s obstinacy),52 but thou stretched out thine arms to embrace 

Him! 

Rejoice, thou who stretched out thy hands to receive the 

Lord, Who stretched out His hands on the Cross to receive all of 

us desiring salvation! 

Rejoice, thou whose hands were blessed by carrying the 

Lord Christ! 

Rejoice, thou throne and chariot of the Lord!  

Rejoice, thou earthly cherub! 

Rejoice, thou resting place of the Lord! 

Rejoice, O Holy Symeon, thou mighty intercessor! 

Kontakion 10 

he Lord told the Apostles that they were blessed because 

many prophets and righteous men had desired to see the 

things the Apostles saw and did not see them and to hear 

 
50 St. Luke 2:28 
51 Isaiah 6:6 
52 Genesis 32:24-32 

T 



15 
 

the things that the Apostles heard and did not hear them!53  

Blessed art thou then as well, O Symeon.  For thine eyes saw none 

other than the very Virgin Bride of God the Father and the Lord’s 
Christ in her arms on that auspicious day in the Temple.  Thus, 

thou cried out: Alleluia! 

Ikos 10 

he Lord reproached the unbelievers among the Jews as 

ones that had eyes but saw not and had ears but heard not.54  

But thou, O Symeon, was true to thy very name – which 

means “he who listens.”55  Thy senses were purified and, so, 

having thrown off the veil of the passions,56 thou didst discern 

clearly that the forty-day old Infant in the Virgin’s arms was the 
Lord’s Christ!  Wherefore, we cry to thee:  

Rejoice, thou perceiver of the mystery hidden from 

eternity and unknown to the angels!57  

Rejoice, thou who like St. Paul didst know Whom thou 

hadst believed!58 

Rejoice, thou who like St. Paul received the Gospel not of 

man, nor wast thou taught it, but by revelation of the Holy 

Spirit!59 

 
53 St. Matthew 13:16-17 
54 St. Matthew 13:14-15  
55 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Simeon, visited on October 14, 2025 
56 2 Corinthians 3  
57 Ephesians 3 
58 2 Timothy 1:12 
59 Galatians 1:12 
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Rejoice, for even before St. Peter didst thou declare Jesus 

to be “the Christ, the Son of the living God!”60 

Rejoice, for St. John the Baptist recognized the Lord while 

He was still in the Virgin’s womb,61 and thou recognized Him as 

a forty-day old infant in her arms. 

Rejoice, thou whose steps were directed by God! 

Rejoice, thou initiate of Divine vision! 

Rejoice, thou Divine messenger!  

Rejoice, O Holy Symeon, thou mighty intercessor! 

Kontakion 11 

hich is greater?  The one found worthy to foresee the 

type in mystic vision, or the one found worthy to see 

the very Archetype?  If it is the latter, then O Symeon 

thou excellest even the great Prophet Moses.  For he was counted 

worthy to see on Sinai the bush which burned with fire but was 

not consumed.62  But thou wast found worthy to see the Virgin 

Mother of God herself carrying the infant Lord Jesus into the 

Temple!  Wherefore we cry to thee: Alleluia! 

Ikos 11 

e count the great Moses blessed as well, O Symeon, 

because He received into his arms the Tablets of the 

Law inscribed by the Lord’s hand.63  How blessed then 

art thou who received into thine arms the Author of those Tablets, 

 
60 Matthew 16:16 
61 St. Luke 1:41 
62 Exodus 3:1-3 
63 Exodus 31:18 
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the very Word of God, who had Himself been inscribed in the 

Virgin’s womb by the finger of the Father?64  And so we praise 

thee, O great Saint among great Saints, crying to thee such things 

as these: 

Rejoice, thou who proved a child of the Spirit and not of 

the Law’s letter!65 

Rejoice, thou who was enlivened by the Spirit which 

giveth life and not deadened by the letter which killeth!66 

Rejoice, thou who as the Law commanded, loved the Lord 

with thy whole heart, soul, mind and strength!67 

Rejoice, thou who understoodest the Law as a 

schoolmaster to lead us to Christ, that we might be justified by 

faith!68 

Rejoice, thou whose faith hath saved thee! 

Rejoice, thou who canst rightly claim Abraham as thy 

father, for thou didst the works of Abraham!69  

Rejoice, thou true Israelite indeed! 

 
64 Here, we use the expression “the finger of the Father” synonymously with 
“the Holy Spirit,” following our Saviour: thus, St. Luke recounts the Lord 

saying: “I with the finger of God cast out devils” (St. Luke 11:20); while St. 

Matthew recounts Him saying: “I cast out devils by the Spirit of God” (St. 

Matthew 12:28).  See also, e.g., St. Ambrose of Milan’s Exposition of the 

Gospel according to St. Luke, The Center for Traditionalist Orthodox Studies 

(Theodosia Tomkinson, trans.) Etna, California 1998, p. 269.    
65 2 Corinthians 3:6  
66 2 Corinthians 3:6 
67 Deuteronomy 6:5 
68 Galatians 3:24-25  
69 St. John 8:39 
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Rejoice, thou who through union with the compassionate 

Christ, art compassionate to those who seek thine aid in prayer! 

Rejoice, O Holy Symeon, thou mighty intercessor! 

Kontakion 12 

he Law-giver Moses was counted worthy to converse with 

the Lord, but when Moses failed to sanctify the Lord before 

the people at the water of gainsaying, the Lord barred him 

from the Promised Land.70  Yet, for his repentance, the Lord 

found him worthy to speak with Him again, this time gloriously 

transfigured on Tabor!71  So too, O Symeon, thou after doubting 

Esaias’s prophecy wast barred from passing on with thy 
generation to the promised Age to Come.  But like Moses, 

centuries later thou wast found worthy through repentance to see 

the Lord as an infant and even to hold Him in thine arms before 

departing in peace, crying to Him: Alleluia! 

Ikos 12 

e the fallen cling to every moment of our lives in this, 

the fallen world, but those who attain to righteousness 

and genuinely look for the Age to Come hold this 

world’s delights in contempt.  And so thou, O Righteous Symeon, 

who wast truly just and devout and who looked for the 

consolation of Israel, wast eager to depart the fallen world and to 

delight in the Lord’s glory without end in the age to come.  
Wherefore we cry to thee:    

Rejoice, thou trumpet heralding the Resurrection!  

 
70 Numbers 20:12 
71 e.g., St. Matthew 17:1-8 
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Rejoice, thou who like St. Paul counted all things as loss 

for the sake of Christ!72 

Rejoice, thou who like St. Paul used the things of this 

world as not abusing them.73 

Rejoice, thou who understoodest that the fashion of this 

world passeth away!74 

Rejoice, thou who like St. Peter longed to put off thine 

earthly tabernacle and to enter thy heavenly mansion!75 

Rejoice, thou who could worthily address God with St. 

Paul saying, “Abba, Father”!76 

Rejoice, thou noetic sunbeam piercing through the 

darkness of this age! 

Rejoice, thou divine herald proclaiming the Lord of glory! 

 Rejoice, O Holy Symeon, thou mighty intercessor! 

Kontakion 13 

o live is Christ and to die is gain,” said St. Paul.77  In this 

same spirit didst thou say thy renowned words, O Symeon: 

“Now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace O Master 
according to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation 

which Thou hast prepared before the face of all peoples, a light 

of revelation for the nations and the glory of Thy people, Israel.”78  

 
72 Philippians 3:8 
73 1 Corinthians 7:31 
74 Id. 
75 2 Peter 1:14; St. John 14:2 
76 Romans 8:15; Galatians 4:6 
77 Philippians 1:21 
78 St. Luke 2:29, as translated in The Great Horologion, p.192 
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We who also look for the age to come therefore cry out with thee: 

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  (3x) 

Ikos 1 

 Holy Symeon, thy greatness is heralded by none less than 

the renowned wonderworker St. Nicholas.  For when St. 

Nicholas disappointed Peter of Athos who had asked him 

to intercede in a time of affliction, St. Nicholas told Peter that the 

two of them together -- St. Nicholas and Peter -- should ask thee 

to intercede!  St. Nicholas explained that thou, O Symeon, dost 

stand before the very throne of Christ together with the Holy 

Virgin and St. John the Baptist, the greatest born of women!79  

And, so, inspired by thine intimate audience with God, we cry to 

thee:   

 Rejoice, thou who wast found worthy to bless the Holy 

Virgin! 

Rejoice, thou whose nearness to God rivals that of the 

Holy Virgin and St. John the Baptist! 

Rejoice, thou great intercessor among great intercessors! 

Rejoice, thou to whom we may turn in our times of 

greatest importunity! 

Rejoice, thou who hast the strength to carry our most 

weighty petitions before the throne of Grace! 

Rejoice, thou who hast surpassing boldness with God! 

 Rejoice, thou consummate advocate before the Lord! 

 
79 The Great Collection of the Lives of the Saints, June volume, pp. 264-67 
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Rejoice, thou most sympathetic benefactor through thine 

intercessions for those who ask of thee! 

 Rejoice, O Holy Symeon, thou mighty intercessor! 

Kontakion 1 

he lesser is blessed by the greater,” St. Paul tells us.80   Can 

words then tell how great thou art, O Symeon?  For thou 

hast blessed the Holy Virgin Mary herself and St. Joseph 

her betrothed, as they carried the infant Lord Jesus into the 

Temple on His fortieth day!81  Wherefore, we cry to thee:  

Rejoice, O Holy Symeon, thou mighty intercessor! 

 

 

 

Glory be to God for things! 

 
80 Hebrews 7:7 (NIV) 
81 St. Luke 2:34 (KJV) 
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